
Van de Graaff Generator
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The charge of the head on the Van de Graaff generator depends on the materials of the inner combs (in this example, polyethylene and plexiglass) and belt (rubber) therefore it is possible your Van de Graaff generator might be positively charged instead of negatively charged. Additionally, if the combs were swapped, the charge of the head will be flipped. 
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1) What happened to the pie tins and why?




2) What happened to the "tinsel" and why?




3) What happened to the fur and why?




4) What happened to the blond hair and why?
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A Van de Graaff generator can be used to create a large amount of

static charge

mixed positive and negative charges on its surface

electrical resistance

current
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Lightning is created when charges flow rapidly from

ground to cloud

allof these.

cloud to ground

cloud to cloud
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Lightning is very dangerous because it-

can send a large number of charges through a person's body

reaches such high voltages before it strikes

can strike anywhere at anytime

comes with loud thunder, high levels of light, and ionizes the air
around it




