
 
The Trend for Ionization Energy for the First 20 elements of the Periodic Table 
 

 
 
 
 
On a separate sheet of graph paper: 
 
1) Write down the definition of Ionization Energy. 
 
2) Draw a graph of Ionization Energy vs Atomic Number--go big or go home--≥ 75 % of the 
page!! 
 
3) Describe what happens as you go across a period. 
 

Explain why this happens. 
 
4) Describe what happens as you go down a group. 
 

Explain why this happens. 


